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INTRODUCTION 

Renew is a one year, in-house discipleship ministry for men with a desire to follow Jesus 

Christ.  Renew operates under the umbrella of Calvary Chapel Chattanooga.  

 In Matthew 28:19, Jesus gave us the Great Commission: “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 

you always, even to the end of the age.” The word “Disciple” means to be a student, a learner, or 

a pupil of the way. Jesus didn’t say to go make believers; He said go make disciples, and every 

believer needs discipleship. According to scripture, the issues of life spring forth from the heart 

(Matthew 15). Renew’s focus is to provide an environment conducive for spiritual growth, where 

God can change a man’s heart, and to teach men to live a disciplined life.  

Human beings are created by God to worship. The question then becomes who or what 

are you going to worship? We teach men to worship the true and living God, laying aside idols 

and false gods. The first commandment God gave the Israelites in Exodus 20 is “You shall have 

no other god’s before Me.” Using scripture as our guide, we believe that addictions, strongholds, 

and destructive behaviors are a result of a worship disorder, which is the worshiping of false 

gods. These modern day idols can be people, places, titles, positions, drugs, alcohol, sex, 

pornography and various other things.  

 

Our Approach 

TEACH – We Teach men God’s word. 

TRAIN – We Train men how to make Godly decisions through scripture. 

MODEL – We Model for them what it looks like to be a servant leader as a Christian. 

ENCOURAGE – We Encourage them to live a disciplined life. 

RELEASE – We release them to go make disciples. 
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PHASE 1 

 

 Phase one of Renew takes place at our farm. Farm58 is a 180-acre farm on top of the 

Cumberland Plateau in Dunlap, Tennessee. Farm58 is a fully operational, beyond-organic farm 

that raises chickens, cows, pigs, and seasonal vegetables. Though this is truly miraculous, the 

heart behind the farm is not about the fruit that comes from the land, but about foundation for 

change that happens in the lives of the men that live there. Farm58 is located away from the city 

and away from the distractions that come with everyday lives. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still and 

know that I am God”, and the environment at the farm is set up to reflect this verse.  

 Life on the farm is intentionally minimalistic. We strive to help create a foundation for a 

strong relationship with the Lord, self-discipline, structure, and community. While on the farm, 

the men wake up early, read their bibles, eat breakfast, go to work, break for lunch, go back to 

work, come home after work and eat a family style dinner, fellowship with one another, and 

going to bed at a reasonable hour. The men have no access to vehicles, televisions, phones, 

drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products and they are subject to routine drug, nicotine, and alcohol 

tests. Communication with relatives is done only through letters.  

 
PHASE 2 

 

 Phase two of Renew takes place in Chattanooga, Tennessee. The “in town” phase works 

on strengthening the disciple’s relationship with God by integrating them into the body of Christ 

at Calvary Chapel Chattanooga. The ministry participants are moved into town, phase two, when 

leadership see fit to do so.  

 In town participants of Renew serve in a variety of different ways while at the church. 

They make up the janitorial, maintenance, and/or horticulture staff of the church. They also work 

in the church cafe or coffee shop, and/or assist members of the church body with different tasks 

as opportunities to serve arise. During phase two, participants still live on property and do not 

have cars, phones, televisions, or freedom to come and go as they please. They live on property 

and are under the authority of church leadership, but at the same time, they get exposed to more 

of the busyness of life and the temptations that the world has to offer. This phase is intended to 

help the men start to take steps toward being ready for phase 3, or the transition phase. 
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PHASE 3 

 

 Phase three of Renew is the final step of a man’s journey in the ministry- the transition 

phase. This phase takes place only after a man has been in the ministry for one full year. During 

this phase, a man moves into the transition housing on our property. Men that move into 

transition housing begin the process of being launched out into the world. This means that they 

start to look for jobs while continuing to live with the accountability that comes with living on 

property. After living on property and working outside the church for a couple months, we begin 

to help them get plugged into healthy housing or send them home to their wives and kids. Renew 

is not meant to be a landing pad, but a launch pad. Our goal is to equip men with the tools 

necessary to set them up for success as they go back to living their lives. The transitional phase 

last for 60 days.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Can I smoke, dip, vaporize while in the ministry?  

- No. 

Will I make money while in the ministry? 

- No, you do not make money while in the ministry. There is no cost for being in the 

ministry for the participant. 

What is the housing situation like? 

- Phase one, dormitory style. Phase two, apartment style living.  

Will I be able to go on dates with my girlfriend?  

- No, Renew does not recognize girlfriends.  

Will I need money while in the ministry?  

- No.  

Can I be on my medication? 

 - Some medications are permitted. 

What can I bring with me to the ministry?  

- A packing list will be issued upon acceptance.  

What do I do about my bills while I’m in the ministry?  

- We are not responsible to pay for bills while you in the ministry. Arrangements need to 

be made prior to entering into the ministry to have bills taken care of.  

Do I have to be a Christian to come into the ministry? 

- No, but we are a Christian ministry and hope that each participant becomes a Christian 

while in the ministry.   

Can I make calls regularly? 

- No. 

Can I have visitors? 

- During phase 1, we have family visitation once a month where family comes out and visit 

you on the farm. During phase 2, visitations are made by appointment and have to be pre-

approved by the leadership. 
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Can I leave the property to go out? 

- All passes to leave the property have to be approved by the staff. Participants do not have 

the freedom to come and go as they please. During phase 1, there is limited, if any 

approval of passes to leave the property.  

*All other questions will be discussed during the phone interview or emailed to us at renew@calvarychatt.com 

 

Application Process 

 The first step is to go to Renewchatt.com and fill out the online application. After that, a 

member of our team will reach out to you for the initial phone interview and to set up another 

phone interview or a face-to-face interview to discuss steps that needed to be taken to work 

towards admission. If accepted into the ministry, an entry date will be established, and you will 

receive a packing list and any other information that you will need to start your journey through 

Renew. 

 

General Information 

Church Website 

 www.Calvarychatt.com  

Renew Website: 

 www.RenewChatt.com  

Farm Website 

 www.Farm58tn.com or  

https://www.facebook.com/Farm58tn/  

Contact information: 

 Renew@calvarychatt.com or 
 (423)752-0004 

 


